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Report on the Perkin Journals for 1994 

Last year the Editorial Board gained two new members from continental Europe, Professor 
Reinhard Hoffmann (University of Marburg) and Professor Richard Kellogg (University of 
Groningen), together with Dr Philip Taylor (ICI Paints plc) and Professor Tomas Hudlicky as our 
first North American Associate Editor. We continue to benefit from their expertise and advice, as 
well as from the prompt and professional services of our panel of referees and the good advice of 
our newly formed International Advisory Board. To all of them and especially our past Chairman, 
Professor Stan Roberts, we express our gratitude for their valued cooperation and assistance, 
which are crucial as we strive for even higher standards and consistency in dealing with further 
increases in submissions. 

We believe that the new Graphical Abstracts format has proved helpful and attractive and 
welcome the obvious support for inclusion of Communications in both Journals. We have also 
introduced a series of Keynote Articles, six of which have already appeared; a number of others 
are projected for 1995. This series is intended to highlight different areas of research in which the 
introduction is expanded to include a short review of the appropriate field, so that readers, less 
familiar with the particular topic featured, will be given an update on the current state of affairs 
before being led on to the new results. 

During 1994 Perkin Transactions I received 708 papers, a further increase compared to 1993 
(664 papers), and the number of communications rose marginally from 149 to 156. Of this 
number, 30% of the full papers and 46% of the communications were rejected; of the total number 
of submissions 75% were received from outside the UK. For Perkin Transactions 2, there were 625 
full papers and 34 communications (with 34% and 53% rejection rates, respectively), with 80% of 
the papers non-UK-based, which again provides encouraging evidence of the truly international 
nature of our Journal. 

Times from receipt to publication continue to compare very favourably with peer-reviewed, 
typeset journals, averaging 140-1 50 days for full papers and 60-90 days for communications. We 
continue to be committed to a process of development of systems and techniques that will be 
helpful to authors, both in terms of ease and rapidity of publication: in particular, we strongly 
encourage authors to submit papers (text and formulae) in disk form, from which the printed form 
can be directly produced. To date, ChemDraw structure files provided by authors have been used 
directly by the Royal Society of Chemistry for producing journal illustrations. In future, the RSC 
will be able to use files produced with the program ChemWindow in the same way. Authors should 
choose the command Export from the ChemWindow File menu, and save the relevant files to 
disk as (filename).chm. The possibility of extending the facility to ISIS Draw files is being 
investigated. 

We are also contributing to the Society’s World Wide Web Server on the Internet, scheduled for 
launch in June. This server will provide information on all the RSC’s products and services in 
chemistry, together with membership information and news of professional activities. From this 
server, it will be possible to access conference diaries, titles of forthcoming papers in Perkin I and 
2, instructions for authors, and subscription details. Future developments will include the 
provision of graphical abstracts. 

We hope that authors and readers will appreciate the Editorial Board’s continued efforts to 
maintain the quality of Britain’s premier organic chemistry journals; comments and suggestions 
for further improvements would, of course, be welcomed. 

Professor Bruce C. Gilbert 
Dr Sheila R. Buxton 
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